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(57) Abstract 

Image data coded highly efficiently in accordance with the MPEG standards are subjected to an interleave 
processing and recorded in units of an IGOP on clusters of a minidisk. The clusters each comprise a predetermined 
number of sectors and are connected to each other through link sectors. If a minidisk is a ROM minidisk, and a P 
picture or B picture exists in the head of a cluster, an image used as a prediction criterion is coded and recorded as 
an I picture in the link sector immediately before the cluster besides the P or B picture. In decoding, unless any I 
picture is recorded in the link sector of the preceding cluster of the cluster, the substantial decoding of the P picture 
or B picture in the head of the cluster is prohibited. In this way, it is possible to easily edit the highly efficiently 
decoded image data in units of a GOP quickly when the data are recorded on a disklike recording medium such as 
a minidisk. Further a special playback such as fast forward or reverse playback in units of a GOP can be executed 
easily and quickly. 
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